Academic Writing: Methodologies Practice 

4th period_Prof. Dr. Daniel Ferraz

PART 1: Analyze the “real” research below. Discuss its relevance (or not). Use your positionings.
	Research Title:
	Sexuality and English Language Education: problematizing homosexuality and homophobia

	Research outomes:
	To study the themes of sexuality, homosexuality and homophobia more speciphically in ENGLISH classes of a Federal University in ES, as well as of public schools in the State. We intend to analyze how both teachers and students are dealing with this topics when they come out in classes (or when they are already there). 

	Abstract:
	Abstract

This research investigates how English Language Education (or the area of  ELT) positions itself in relation to sexuality, homosexuality and homophobia. We are assuming that these themes are central and, although contemporaneously present in educational discussions in several areas (e.g. in anthropology, psychology, social sciences, law, literature, etc.), they seem to be sidestepped by Foreign Language Teaching areas in the country. Nevertheless, recent debates on sexuality, homosexuality and homophobia have been present in social and TV media (for example, the news broadcasting of the controversial election of an openly homophobic and racist pastor to the Human Rights Commission of the Chamber of Deputies). Thus, this research focuses on these topics, connecting the discussion to English Language Education (FERRAZ, 2012). 

Key words: English language education, sexuality, homosexuality, homophobia.

	Your positioning (critique, comments):
	


PART 2: Now, watch the video entitlted “A kid´s reaction to a gay couple” and analyze the possible methodologies to be applied in the study based on this video.

[image: image1.emf]
A kid´s reaction to a gay couple - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ybAlFrV8f4 

Research 1: Based on the video and on your personal experiences, answer the questions:
1. Do you have homosexuals (gays or lesbians or transgenders) in your family?

(   ) yes

(   ) no

2. Do you have gay, lesbians, or transgender friends?

(   ) yes

(   ) no


3. Do you have homosexual students?

(   ) yes 

(   ) no


(   ) not applied

4. In your English classes (as a student), did (do) your teachers talk about sexuality, gender in classes?

(   ) yes

(   ) no




5. In the family chapter of the materials you used to learn English, did it present gay or lesbian couples as a possibility of family?

(   ) yes

(   ) no 

(   ) not applied

6. As a teacher, do you talk about sexuality?

(   ) yes

(   ) no

7. About the video “A kid´s reaction to a gay couple”, the kid´s reaction to the couple was… 
(   ) surprising
(   ) negative

(   ) positive

(   ) natural

8. By deciding to use this video as source for research, the researcher is calling attention to:

(   ) un-natural behavior
(   ) religion

(   ) homophobia
(   ) critique
(   ) sexuality

(   ) education
(   ) English teaching and learning

(   ) sin

(   ) academic writing
(   ) academic research

9. Your most probable reaction to a gay couple you meet at a party would be:

(   ) surprising
(   ) negative

(   ) positive

(   ) natural

(   ) _____________ 

(   ) _______________

Research 2: Based on the video and on your personal experiences, answer the questions:

A. In your English classes (as a student), did your teachers talk about sexuality, gender in classes? Do you remember any embarassing or violent situation involving gender prejudice (homophobia, bullying, etc)
B. In the family chapter of the materials you used to learn English (or you use to teach English now), did (does) it present gay or lesbian couples as a possibility of family? Write your positioning.
C. As a teacher, how do you teach/react when gay or lesbian or any other gender students are in your classes? Do you talk about sexuality? Do you “feel” you were prepared to talk about these themes when you were doing undergrad?
D. About the video “A kid´s reaction to a gay couple”, the kid´s reaction to the couple was… 

E. Your most probable reaction to a gay couple you meet at a party would be:

POSITIVISTIC/ SCIENTIFIC (Philosophical grounding):

Proves something, based on experiments, numbers and validation. States a TRUTH.
CHARACTERISTICS: 
Quantitative

Deductive or inductive

Basic or Applied

Complete the chart with examples of method application:

	Methodology
	Method
	Example:

	Descriptive


	Surveys
	

	Descriptive


	Cross-sectional
	

	Predictive


	Experimental
	

	
	
	


PHENOMENOLOGICAL (Philosophical grounding):

Proves something, based on experiments, numbers and validation. States a TRUTH.

CHARACTERISTICS: 

QUALITATIVE
Deductive or inductive

Basic or Applied

Complete the chart with examples of method application:

	Methodology
	Method
	Example:

	Exploratory 

	Ethnography
	

	Exploratory

	Action research
	

	Analytical

	Case studies
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